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While slaveholding in Guil-
ford was somewhat minimal, 
by the mid-1800s Madison 
citizens had commercial ties 

Spring 2009  

TH E  NO R T H’S  T R U E RO L E  I N  
SL A V E R Y   

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Sunday, March 22 

Frederick Lee Lecture 

Anne Farrow 
THE NORTH’S ROLE IN  

SLAVERY: Reporting on the Past 

See this page for more details. 
4:00 pm / Memorial Town  

Hall on the Green 

Books on Sale 
 
Sunday, March 28 

A SENSE OF WONDER: An  

Evening  With Rachel Carson 

See this page for more details. 

5:00 pm / Madison Art  

Cinemas 

FREE & OPEN TO PUBLIC 
 
April 6 

Frederick Lee Lecture 

George Neumann 

HOW WASHINGTON WON  

THE UNWINNABLE WAR 
See page 4 for details. 
4:00 pm / Memorial Town 

Hall on the Green 
 
Monday, May 11 

MHS ANNUAL MEETING 

Annual meeting followed by the 
presentation “What’s New 
About the Old (Lee) Academy.”  

7:00 pm / Scranton Library 
Community Room 

Coffee, Tea & Desserts 

PUBLIC WELCOME 
 
Saturdays 

June  13 and July 18 

OPEN HOUSE DAYS AT THE 
ALLIS-BUSHNELL HOUSE 

See page 4 for details. 

12 noon—3 pm / Allis-Bushnell 
House 

HISTORICAL HAPPENINGS 

M H S  C E L E B R A T E S  W O M E N ’ S  H I S T O R Y  M O N T H  
R A C H E L  C A R S O N  F I L M  S C R E E N I N G  

In association with the 
National Women’s History 
Project (NWHP), on March 29 
the Madison Historical Society 
will host a free screening of A 
Sense of Wonder, a film about 
ecology pioneer and environ-
mental activist Rachel Carson 
(1907-1964).  

The Madison screening is 
the exclusive Connecticut 
showing, part of the NWHP’s 
100-city campaign celebrating 
women who have led the fight 
for protection of the environ-
ment.  

Starring Kaiulani Lee as 
Carson, the 55-minute film, 
shot in HD by award-winning 

cinematographer Haskell 
Wexler, is based on Lee’s one-
woman play about Carson’s 
history-making fight against 
the chemical pollution of air 
and water which resulted in 
US legislation such as the 
Clear Air and Water Acts.  

The  free screening, to be 
held at 5:00 pm on Sunday, 
March 29 at Madison Art 
Cinemas, will be followed by a 
panel discussion to include 
CT State Representative Deb 
Heinrich and New Haven Reg-
ister columnist and Carson 
biographer Kathleen V. Kud-
linski along with area environ-
mental leaders. 

For the next MHS 2009 
Frederick Lee Lecture to be 
held on March 22, Anne 
Farrow will describe how a 
brief investigation into the 
role of Hartford companies in 
the slave trade grew into  an 
historical reconsideration of 
the North’s role in the tragic 
institution for the book COM-
PLICITY: How the North Pro-
moted, Prolonged and Prof-
ited from Slavery. 

Some of what Anne 
Farrow, and her fellow journal-
ists at The Hartford Courant, 
found comes close to home 
here in Madison. In 1790 
forty-five slaves were counted 
living in the 951 households 
within Guilford (which then 
included Madison) when the 
first US census was taken. 

Co-sponsoring organiza-
tions are the Friends of 
Hammonasset, the Menun-
catuck Audubon Society and 
Madison’s Audubon Shop. 

 

(Ballantine Books)  

Rachel Carson, 1940 

with the South that were far 
more impressive. Prior to the 
Civil War many of Madison’s 
notable citizens carried on 
business with Southern con-
cerns and even lived there for 
a time to further their eco-
nomic interests. 

Anne Farrow’s book spells 
out in graphic, well docu-
mented detail just what the 
North’s role was in the exploi-
tation and support of the insti-
tution of slavery as well as of 
the Southern plantation own-
ers themselves.  

As the book’s Preface 
explains, Farrow and her 
team found that “Connect- 
icut’s role in slavery was not 
only huge it was a key to the 
success of the entire institu-
tion.”  
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F R E D E R I C K  L E E  L E C T U R E S   

S E T T L E M E N T S O F   
E A R LY  G U I L F O R D  

LE E AC A D E M Y  U P DA T E  

 K U H L  
A W A R D  

On February 15 Joel He-
lander, Guilford Town Histo-
rian and prolific author of A 
Treasury of Guilford Places 
(available at RJ Julia), gave a 
rich overview of the early his-
tory of Guilford for which he 
mined the town’s well-
preserved records to outline 
the four purchases that be-
came the territory of Guilford 
and East Guilford (now Madi-
son), beginning in 1639 with 
the first purchase from the 
Sachem squaw, Shaump-
ishuh.   

Among many other  little-
known details culled from 
early town records and illus-
trated by maps, photographs 
and original documents, He-
lander offered a provocative  
premise about  the choice of 
the site for Madison’s Town 
Green and Congregational 
Church. Using maps to dem-
onstrate  the distance to 
church for the East Guilford 

settlers who occupied the two 
distinct settlements at 
Hammonassett and East 
River, separated by about 5 
miles of rough road, it ap-
pears that the Green would 
have been equi-distant from 
both. It would have been a  
most pragmatic solution to 
the eight-mile walk some had 
to make each Sunday to the 
Guilford church. 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

August 29th 
 
Madison Historical 
Society’s 38th Annual 
Antiques Fair 
 
 
Madison Town Green 
9am - 4pm 
 
 
 
 

Spring 2009  

MHS is requesting nomi-
nations for the third annual 
Jane R. Kuhl Award for His-
toric Preservation.  

The Award is given in 
memory of Jane R. Kuhl in 
recognition of her outstanding 
commitment and contribution 
to historic preservation in 
Madison.  

The award recognizes 
those individuals, corpora-
tions or organizations who, by 
deed or example, exemplify 
Jane’s leadership, vision and 
dedication in preserving Madi-
son’s heritage.  Nominations 
may be sent by mail to MHS, 
PO Box 17, Madison, CT 
06443 or by email to: 
www.madisoncthistorical.org. 

MHS will announce the win-
ner at MHS’ Annual Meeting 
in June. 

Previous winners were 
Peter Gulick in 2007 and 
John and Diana Herzog in 
2008. 

 The Madison Historical 
Society’s Turnpike exhibit has 
been selected by the Con-
necticut League of History 
Organizations to be honored 
with a 2009 Award of Merit at 
its annual conference in June. 
MHS competed against a 
record number of nomina-
tions from historical organiza-
tions around the state who 
went through a rigorous appli-
cation process. 

History professionals  
were particularly impressed 
by organizations that were 
reaching higher, had used 
new methods to share their 
rich local history and had 
shown academic professional-
ism in their research. 

Board members spackling and painting MHS’ new headquar-
ters at the Lee Academy preparing for a summer move. 

CLHO 
M E R I T  
AWA R D   



Nadine Genesius 
Al Goldberg 
George Greim 
Henry Griggs 
Richard Hahn 
Joel Helander 
Sheila Holdt 
Gunnar Johnson 
Richard Jones 
Don Jongbloed 
Dwight Juliani 
Ann Kelly 
Roger LeMontangue 
Barbara LeSage 
John Locke 
Charles Lockwood 
Marjorie Lowrey 
Gregg and Alicia Mirando 
Sylvia Morrison 
Bill and Arline Morrissey 
Gary and Brenda Naegel 
Peter Olberg 
Joan O'Neill 
Mary Ouimet 
Pete Pardo 
Eleanor Parker 
Sally Parker 
Antony Pierce-Grove 

Histor ica l  Happenings  

MHS is extremely appreciative 
of the support we received 
from the following donors to 
the 2008 Annual Appeal. 
 
Friends 

John and Meredith Amport 
Ed and Joanne Arrandale 
Alicia Bacon 
Tom Banisch 
Louise Beecher 
William Brooks 
Donald Bruening 
Sara Caraszi  
Douglas Carl 
Leighton Carlson 
Deborah Cocco 
Clare Conover 
Scott Conover 
James Corcoran 
Sandra Dils-Hennen 
Abigail Fearon 
Rafael Garcia 
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Madison Historical Society 

 
2009 Board of Directors 

 
PRESIDENT 

Lynn Friedman 
VICE PRESIDENT 

Paulette C. Kaufmann  
TREASURER 

Susani Amuan  
RECORDING SECRETARY 

Connie Piccione  
 

DIRECTORS 
Kimberly Agresta 

Diane Allen 
Don Allen 
Doe Boyle 

Peter W. Clement 
Sue Frankenbach 

Pamela D. Gallagher 
Robert M. Green 
Shirley F. Green 

Beverly J. Montgomery 
Dan Mulvey 

Frederick P. Murphy 
Veronica Murphy 

Mary Rourke  
 
 

E X E C U T I V E  C H A N G E S  I N  MH S B OA R D  

On February 2 the Madi-
son Historical Society’s Board 
of Directors elected Lynn 
Friedman as President and 
Paulette C. Kaufmann as Vice 
President. Robert M. Green, 
who served as President of 
the Madison Historical Society 
for the last three years, will 
continue to serve on the 
Board of Directors. 

Lynn Friedman, who has 
served on the Madison His-

torical Society’s Board of Di-
rectors since 2006, was also 
the Society’s first Executive 
Director. Ms. Friedman, who 
serves as a member of the 
Connecticut Trust for Historic 
Preservation’s Board of Trus-
tees, has served as President 
of the Norwalk Historical Soci-
ety and as Historian of the 
Rowayton Historical Society.  

Paulette C. Kaufmann, 
who has served on MHS’ 

as a volunteer. 

MHS is also indebted to 
Janice and her husband Paul 
who devoted  the summer of 
2007 to an overhaul of MHS’ 
Tool Annex, re-organizing and 
cleaning the artifacts while 
updating the informational 
cards.  

Fred Raudat, who served 
on MHS’ Board for five years, 

R E T I R I N G  B OA R D  M E M B E R S  
became involved with MHS in 
2000 as a volunteer for the 
Society’s Annual Antiques 
Fair, eventually becoming a 
co-manager with Marion 
Chard, then President of the 
Society. He later served as 
General Manager until 2007. 

Fred will continue to be a 
volunteer researcher for spe-
cial  projects.  

 
KEEP UP WITH MHS 

EVENTS 

 
 Keep Your  

Membership   

Up To Date 

Board since 2006, was a 
book publishing executive in 
New York City for over 30 
years, during which time she 
served on the Board of Direc-
tors of the Children’s Book 
Council, a not-for-profit trade 
organization, as Treasurer 
and President. In 2008 she 
was the Project Manager and 
Script Writer for MHS’ Exhibit 
A ROAD RUNS THROUGH IT. 

Janice Bunnell was a do-
cent for fourteen years, was 
Allis-Bushnell House Manager  
and has served on the Annual 
Antiques Fair Committee.  

As Chairman of the Youth 
Education Committee she was 
integral to the development 
and execution of school pro-
grams. Janice will continue to 
help with MHS’ school tours 

AN N U A L  
AP P E A L 

Rick and Tricia Royston 
Lewis Scranton 
Marcia Sokolnicki 
Arthur Sonnichsen 
Bob Stimpson 
Clara Taylor 
Francis Thomas 
Beatrice Thompson 
Shane Walden 
Owen Walsh 
J. Wierzbinski 
Judith Brooks Wiley 
Dani Woods 
 
Partners 
Albert Braid 
Peter and Lynn Friedman 
Robert Friend 
Robert and Shirley Green 
Dominic Griffin 
Garry Leonard 
William Smith 
Pamela Gallagher 
 
Sponsors 
John and Diana Herzog 
 
Patrons 
John Perkins 



Histor ica l  Happenings  

grew into  an historical recon-
sideration  of the North’s role 
in the tragic institution. 
Books Will Be on Sale 

 
Rescheduled from January 

April 6 

How Washington Won the 
Unwinnable War  
George Neumann, noted an-
tique weapons expert. Neu-

The Allis-Bushnell House ca. 
1785 is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 
 
To make appointments for 
Allis-Bushnell House tours 
call (203) 245-4567  

 
      Madison Historical Society 
      Founded 1917 
      853 Boston Post Road 
      P.O. Box 17 
      Madison, CT 06443 
      (203) 245-4567  

    www.madisoncthistorical.org 
 

The newsletter is published 
quarterly in Winter, Spring, 
Summer and Fall. 
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Madison, Connecticut  06443 

  

 MHS: PRESERVING MADISON’S HISTORY FOR THE NEXT GENERATION 

F R E E  P U B L I C  P R O G R A M S  
SECOND ANNUAL  

FREDERICK LEE LECTURES   

Carrying on the tradition 
of offering stimulating lec-
tures on the history of Madi-
son, Connecticut and New 
England, MHS offers the  fol-
lowing series co-sponsored 
with the Madison Beach and 
Recreation Department.  
4:00 pm on Sundays  

Memorial Town Hall 

$4 Donation 

 

March 22 

The North’s Role in Slavery 
Anne Farrow, co-author of 
Complicity: How the North 
Promoted, Prolonged and 
Profited from Slavery will talk 
about how a brief investiga-
tion into the role of Hartford 
companies in the slave trade 

mann will talk about weapons 
used by both the American 
and British Armies.  Attendees 
are invited to bring early fire-
arms and other antique weap-
ons for evaluation. 
 

OPEN HOUSE DAYS AT THE 
ALLIS-BUSHNELL HOUSE 

June  13 

The Allis-Bushnell House will 
be open to children and 
adults for an afternoon of 
activities in the garden.  
July  18 

Civil War re-enactors of the 
14th Regiment, Connecticut 
Volunteer Infantry.  
12 noon - 3 pm / Allis-Bushnell 
House/853 Boston Post Road 

HISTORICAL HAPPENINGS 

SPRING 2009 
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