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casualties, included three 
Medal of Honor recipients.  

Company G was also 
home to Rev. Samuel Fiske, 
Madison’s revered Congrega-
tional Church pastor. His biog-
rapher,  Janice Pruchnicki, 
author of Divine Soldier will 
be available to chat with visi-
tors about Rev. Fiske and her 
book.  

Also on display, for 
one day only, will be 
the recently discovered 
monumental size Civil 
War flag (on the right 
with curator, Tricia 
Royston). This 34-star 
flag would have been 
flown by towns and 
organizations as a 
show of  support for 
their country as well as 
for their absent hus-
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   UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Saturdays 

June 13- August 29 

A ROAD RUNS THROUGH IT 

Award-winning exhibit re-opens.  

11 am - 4pm /  Lee Academy 
on the Green 

FREE ADMISSION 

 
Saturdays 

June 13,  July  18 

OPEN HOUSE DAYS AT THE 
ALLIS-BUSHNELL HOUSE 

See this page  for more details. 

   Connecticut Open House Day 

   June 13: 1 pm - 3 pm  

   FREE ADMISSION 

   Family Day 

   July 18: 1 pm—4pm 

   $5 PER FAMILY 

 

Thursday 

July 23 

HISTORY BOOKTALK 

Hobson Woodward, author of 
Brave Vessel. 
7pm / RJ Julia Booksellers 

For reservations call  

203-245-4567 

 

Friday 

July 17 

MHS MEMBERS’ ANNUAL  

CELEBRATION 

5 pm - 7 pm / Lee Academy on 
the Green 

 

Saturday 

August 29 

MHS ANNUAL ANTIQUES FAIR 

9 am - 4 pm 

Madison Town Green 

$6.00 ADMISSION 

HISTORICAL HAPPENINGS 

R E-IN T E R P R E T I N G  T H E A-B H O U S E   

On June 13, for Connecti-
cut Open House Day, an in-
fantryman representing Com-
pany G, Connecticut Volun-
teers will make an appear-
ance at the Allis-Bushnell 
House to share the history of 
the most storied regiment of 
the Civil War. The Fourteenth 
Connecticut Volunteer Infan-
try, one third of whom were 
from the Madison-Guilford 
area,  participated in every 
major battle during the five-
year war. The  Fourteenth 
Regiment, which sustained 
the highest number of combat 

bands, fathers and sons.  

Family Day, on July 18, 
will feature the very popular 
18th and 19th-century chil-
dren’s games and candle-
making  in the backyard. In-
side the house tours will be 
led by junior tour guides. Jun-
ior volunteers are welcome. 
Please contact Kim Agresta at    

kimagresta@comcast.net  

At the beginning of the 
year MHS’ curatorial and col-
lections staff, along with 
many volunteers, embarked 
upon a re-interpretation of the 
period rooms at the Allis-
Bushnell House. The process, 
which began with a rigorous 
review of the complete con-
tents of each room as well as 
our stored collections, was 
conducted  to find fresher and 
more compelling ways to tell 
the story of Madison’s history. 

The result, “Five Days in 
Madison,” will open in June 

2010 when the Allis-Bushnell 
House re-opens to visitors. 
The A-B House and its rooms 
will come to life once again 
through the compelling  sto-
ries of times, people, and 
places, crafted from the re-
search  conducted by curators 
and researchers who dug 
deep into MHS archives and 
other sources.  

 In 2008, with funding 
from the Connecticut Humani-
ties Council, MHS’ Board of 
Directors was able to take the 
first steps toward examining 

the Society’s organization,  
mission and relevance to the 
community. 

Since then MHS has been 
working from the resulting 
interpretive plan which grew 
out of an earlier series of 
meetings and discussions 
within MHS and the Madison 
community. The first phase of 
the plan will be completed 
when MHS moves its adminis-
trative offices and library into 
the second floor of the Lee 
Academy at the end of June.  
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IN HER MEMORY:  JANE REEVES KUHL 

2009 AN N UA L AN T I QU E S FA I R 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

August 29th  
 
Madison Historical 
Society’s 38th Annual 
Antiques Fair 
 
 
Madison Town Green 
9am - 4pm 
 
 
 
 

Summer  2009  

MHS’ Annual Antiques 
Fair will open on the Green for 
the 38th time on the last Sat-
urday of August.  

The Fair, which has grown 
from its first locations oppo-
site the Allis-Bushnell House 
and later at the General’s 
Residence, has become one 
of best local antique shows in 
the state.  

For Judy Robertson and 
Kathy Olson of Linsey-Wool-
sey Antiques, this will be their 
first appearance at MHS’ 
show. They will be exhibiting 
Native American baskets, 
textiles and hooked rugs. 

Another newcomer, Do-
mestic Cow Antiques, will 
offer vintage bottles, espe-
cially Connecticut milk bot-
tles, as well linens and 
kitchenalia. 

George and Diana Neu-
mann make their return to 
Madison for the second year 
to offer their specialty — flint-
lock muskets, swords and 
other colonial arms. 

John Lind and Beth Vogel 
received the third annual Jane 
R. Kuhl Award at MHS’ Annual 
Meeting on May 18. Lind and 
Vogel received the 2009 
award for their efforts as 

chairmen of the Town Historic 
District Study Committee 
which led to the establish-
ment of the Madison Town 
Green Historic District.  John 
Lind is now chairman of the 

the Madison His-
toric District Com-
mission, which   
was created to over-
see the Madison 
Town Green Historic 
District  as well as 
the evaluation of 
new proposals and 
properties.  

      The Jane R. 
Kuhl Award for His-
toric Preservation is 
intended to recog-
nize those individu-
als, corporations, 
or organizations 

who, by deed or example, 
exemplify Jane Kuhl’s leader-
ship, vision, and dedication to 
preserving Madison’s heri-
tage.  

Previous winners have 
been Peter Gulick of Gulick & 
Spradlin in 2007 and John 
and Diana Herzog in 2008. 

In July at  MHS’s Annual 
Members Celebration, a 
bench will be dedicated to 
Jane R. Kuhl and placed 
outside the Lee Academy 
facing the Green. The bench 
was purchased with funds 
donated in Jane Kuhl’s mem-
ory by friends and members 
of MHS.  

The popular ten-minute 
booth chats introduced for 
the first time last year, will be 
offered again. This year there 
will be more chats at regularly 
scheduled intervals with 
enough variety to interest all 
visitors.  

The proceeds from the 
Fair benefit the upkeep and 
restoration of the Society’s 
three properties and supports 
MHS’ exhibitions, educational 
programs, and publications. 

 

$1 OFF COUPON 

Save a dollar! Go to MHS’ 
website to print out a coupon 
for a discounted entry fee. 
www.madisoncthistorical.org 

 

HELP WANTED 

Volunteers are needed for 
publicity and promotion, set-
up, and to help during the 
Fair as gate attendants, park-
ers, etc. Please contact Diane 
Allen at 203-245-0642. 

 

 

EARLY LIST OF DEALERS 

 

Barrels, Boxes & Bins / Early 
American furniture 

Beverly Dalton / 18th-19th 
century furniture 

Domestic Cow Antiques / 
Antique bottles 

George & Diane Neumann / 

Flintlock muskets, swords 

Linsey-Woolsey Antiques / 
Native American baskets, 
textiles 

Lew Scranton / American 
iron, redware, silhouettes, 
furniture 

Old Horizon’s Antiques / 
Country furniture, quilts 

Paul & Karen Wendheiser / 

Garden elements, folk art, 
country furniture 

Rae McCarthy / American 
clocks and furnishings 

Welcome Traveler /General 

Garry Leonard (right) presented the Jane R. Kuhl 
Award to John Lind (left)  and Beth Vogel (center). 



(left to right) Lynn Friedman, MHS President; Paulette 
C. Kaufmann, Exhibits Chairman; Bob Green, MHS 
Board member; Chris Dobbs, CLHO Awards Chairman. 
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AWA R D-WI N N I N G TU R N P I K E 
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Madison Historical Society 

 
2009 Board of Directors 

 
PRESIDENT 

Lynn Friedman 
VICE PRESIDENT 

Paulette C. Kaufmann  
TREASURER 

Susani Amuan  
RECORDING SECRETARY 

Connie Piccione  
 

DIRECTORS 
Kimberly Agresta 

Diane Allen 
Don Allen 
Doe Boyle 

Peter W. Clement 
Sue Frankenbach 

Pamela D. Gallagher 
Robert M. Green 
Shirley F. Green 

Frederick P. Murphy 
Veronica Murphy 

Mary Rourke  
 

Beverly J. Montgomery, 
MHS volunteer, officer, Cura-
tor and Board member for 
forty-four years, has now re-
tired and is moving to Virginia 
to be nearer her daughters 
and their families.  

Bev, US Navy (Ret.), was 
described as an “anchor to 
windward” by Bob Green, 
MHS former President, in his 
remarks at her retirement 
party. It was her ability to 
keep MHS on an even keel in 
times of stress that served 
MHS well.  

Bev joined the Historical 

Society in 1965 as Chairman 
of the Hospitality Committee 
and over the years has served 
on the Board or as an Officer, 
first as Secretary and then 
President from 1976-78. She 
and her husband were also 
co-Chairs of the Antiques Fair. 

But Bev served longest as 
Curator, which grew out of the 
need to improve the care for 
and organization of the Soci-
ety’s collections, doing all of 
this while serving on commit-
tees at the Congregational 
Church. In sum, Bev has 
made a huge contribution to 
the town Madison. 

Tricia Royston has joined 
the staff of the Madison His-
torical Society as part-time 
Curator. She is currently  the 
part-time Library and Collec-
tions Manager of the New 
London Historical Society and 
the ca. 1750s Shaw Mansion 
which houses the Historical 
Society.  

Tricia, who has lived in 
Madison for fourteen years, is 
particularly impressed with 
the depth of MHS’ collection 

 
KEEP UP WITH MHS 

EVENTS 

 
 Keep Your  

Membership   

Up To Date 

D E PA RT U R E S & AR R I VA L S  O F  S TA F F  
of local and domestic articles 
which provide a special feel 
for Madison’ s cultural and 
family history. 

 Betsey J. Piner is MHS’ 
new House Manager, a new 
position at MHS which re-
places the  MHS Administra-
tive Assistant position just 
vacated by Amanda Hurlburt, 
who left for an internship at 
Yale University Press. 

Betsey’s wide range of 
experience began with a Fine 
Arts degree from Ohio Univer-
sity. Since then, and for nearly 
30 years, she has lived in this 
area and worked in medical 
and technical illustration, 
human resources, customer 
service, and printing produc-
tion management.  

 

OFFICE RELOCATION 

After July 1 MHS’ offices 
will be located at the Lee 
Academy on the Green. MHS’ 
new office hours will be Tues-
days and Thursdays, 9am—
1pm.  

 

At its annual meeting in 
Hartford on June 1, the Con-
necticut League of History 
Organizations presented its 
annual Merit awards. MHS 
was one of seven winners for 
its project  A Road Runs 
Through It: How The Turnpike 

Transformed Madison.  
CLHO’s awards are given 

in recognition of outstanding 
institutional contributions in 
keeping with current profes-
sional standards that en-
hance and further the knowl-
edge and understanding of 

Connecticut  
history. The pur-
pose of the 
awards is to 
recognize the 
care, thought 
and effort in-
vested by the 
institutions in 
their nominated 

works.  

The awards are given to 
acknowledge exceptional 
contributions to state and 
local history and to encourage 
others to make similar efforts. 

MHS’ exhibit will now be 
held over another twelve 
weeks this summer beginning 
on June 13.  
 

Saturdays 

June 13- August 29 

A ROAD RUNS THROUGH IT 

11 am - 4pm /  Lee Academy 
on the Green 
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The Allis-Bushnell House ca. 
1785 is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 
 
To make appointments for 
Allis-Bushnell House tours 
call (203) 245-4567  

 
      Madison Historical Society 
      Founded 1917 
      853 Boston Post Road 
      P.O. Box 17 
      Madison, CT 06443 
      (203) 245-4567  

    www.madisoncthistorical.org 
 

The newsletter is published 
quarterly in Winter, Spring, 
Summer and Fall. 
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had settled in Sunbury, Geor-
gia as a young man sometime 
before 1815, where he 
served as a merchant’s agent. 
This now defunct town was  a 
thriving rival port to Savannah 
at that time. 

    In Sunbury Jedidiah 
married,  lost two wives and 
children to malarial illnesses 
and inherited, through mar-
riage, a plantation and a 
small number of slaves. 
Around 1820, when Jedidiah 
returned to East Guilford with 
his surviving son, Samuel, he 
may have brought along one 
of the family’s female slaves, 
Rachel, later listed as a free 
person in the 1850 census 
records.  

In 1822 Jedidiah placed 
Samuel into the first classes 

At 324 Boston Post Road, 
along a straight stretch be-
tween two curves of the Bos-
ton Post Road, stands a ca. 
1831 Greek Revival House 
with an interesting history. 

Jedidiah Field (1786-
1858), the original owner, 
built this house for himself 
and his family in 1831. Field, 
who was born in East Guilford,  

at Lee’s Academy. After Sam-
uel left to study at Yale, his 
father built a new house on 
50 acres he had purchased 
from Capt. Frederick Lee, War 
of 1812 hero and founder of 
Lee’s Academy. Jedidiah was 
one of the Academy’s trustees 
around this time. 

 When Samuel graduated 
in 1833 he returned to Geor-
gia, the state of his birth, 
where he practiced law until 
his death in 1858, within 
months of his father’s death. 
Samuel’s half-brothers and 
his step-mother inherited his 
father’s property, which then 
stayed in the family until 
1894. 
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