Madison Historical Society

Winter 2009-10

HISTORICAL HAPPENINGS

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sundays

January — March

FREDERICK LEE LECTURES
Explore the history of Madison
and Connecticut with Sunday
afternoon lectures.

January 17

Roots and Routes of Pequot
War, David Naumec and
Kevin McBride (see p. 3 for
more details)

March 21

John Brown: Fiery Persuader
or Modern Terrorist, Anne
Farrow (see p. 3 for more
details)

Donation:

$7 Adults; $2 Students
Co-sponsored with the
Madison Department of
Beach and Recreation

4 pm / Memorial Town Hall

January — February
RJ JULIA BOOKTALKS

Co-sponsored with the Madi-
son Historical Society. For
more information go to
www.rjjulia.com

All talks at 7 pm / RJ Julia

January 14

James Bradley, author of The
Imperial Cruise

February 15 (President's Day)

Thomas Fleming, author of
The Intimate Lives of the
Founding Fathers

February 25

Richard and Leslie Strauss
authors of Outhouses of Con-
necticut

CHRISTMAS ARRIVES EARLY
AT THE LEE ACADEMY

Santa arrived early at the
Madison Historical Society
this year, wearing a bright red
shirt and black insulated vest
as he landed on the roof of
the Lee Academy, notin a
sleigh but by way of a power
lift.

Work on the Lee Acad-
emy’s roof and the cupola
became an urgent project this
past summer after a close
inspection was made of the
roof, underlying membrane
and support structure. The
existing cedar shake roof, in
place since 1976 when it was
installed during a facelift to
the Lee Academy for the
American Bicentennial, had to
be declared an emergency
repair.

The roof work should take
about four weeks to strip off
the rotting cedar shake shin-
gles, to remove and replace
some of the framing, to re-

-

install a waterproof mem-
brane, and to hand nail the
wood shingles.

Bill Plunkett, principal in
William Plunkett & Associates,
has made an extraordinarily
generous gift of time and
services for the restoration
and stabilization of both the
Academy’s roof and cupola.

The work on the cupola is
more complicated, requiring
a sub hip cap of copper and
an intricate woven “Boston
Ridge Cap” where, in lieu of
an applied cap, each shingle
is hand planed and woven
into the next forming a water-
tight seal.

The 2000 sq. ft. of cedar
shake shingles and other
related materials are being
donated by Bill Palka of Lib-
erty Cedar of West Kingston,
Rhode Island who supplies
materials for Plunkett's many
projects around Madison.

With a new roof in
place and the cupola stabi-
lized for the future, MHS’
next goal is to begin raising
funds to cover the greater
cost of the renovation and
preservation of the entire
exterior of the Lee Acad-
emy.

This work will be of
necessity a major undertak-
ing and will take several
months to complete. The
paint on the exterior must

After the roof work is com-
pleted additional preservation
and restoration work will be
needed for the windows and
exterior of the Academy for
which MHS has begun raising
funds in a capital campaign.

2009-2010 CAriTAL CAMPAIGN

be completely removed
before new paint is applied.
And all twenty-five of the
Academy’s windows need to
be completely replaced with
energy- efficient reproduc-
tion quality windows.

Lastly, after the repair
to the bell rope, the sim-
plest and most symbolic of
all, the Lee Academy bell
will ring once again.
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SUPPORT MHS *
2009 ANNUAL
APPEAL

Your donation to MHS
enriches the educa-
tion of our children

and the vitality of our

community

[ ]

Watch for the
pledge envelope
arriving soon by

mail

ScHOOL DAYS AT LEE ACADEMY

When all five second
grade classes from Island
Avenue School arrived at the
Lee Academy at the end of
September, they entered a
room where students from
long ago had learned to read,
write, and study mathematics
— a space much different
from their modern class-
rooms.

During their visit these
very enthusiastic and en-
gaged students learned about
school life a century and a
half ago from artifacts, photo-
graphs and historical anec-
dotes.

The visiting students were
very interested in the similari-
ties and differences between
their school days and the
ones of the boys and girls
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In June of 2010 the story
of the foundation of Lee Acad-

emy and its role in the educa-
tion of Madison'’s children for
nearly 100 years will be the
subject of MHS’ new summer
exhibit.

PROGRESS ON RE-INTERPRETATION
OF ALLIS-BUSHNELL HOUSE

In order to facilitate the
next step toward bringing
“Five Days in Madison” to life,
MHS has applied for a grant
from the Connecticut Humani-
ties Council.

With this grant MHS would
be able to conduct a one-day
charrette that will help guide
the re-interpretation of the

Allis-Bushnell House rooms as i
settings for five periods in the

ng the collection.
At the conclusion of the

history of Madison. In the
spring of 2010 a select group
of experts in the cultural and
political history of New Eng-
land will spend a day becom-
ing steeped in Madison’s
history, touring the Allis-
Bushnell House and examin-

information gathering period
the consultants will meet inde-
pendently to discuss their ob-
servations and offer a critique
to the exhibit committee that
will help guide MHS’ efforts to
create an enriching experience
for all future visitors.

FROM SLAVERY TO COMMEMORATION:

CONNECTICUT

MHS is proud to be one of
the forty Connecticut organi-
zations that are collaborating
to commemorate Connecti-
cut’s contribution and involve-
ment in the American Civil
War in the year 2011.

For MHS it has been a
ground-breaking opportunity
to join university, state and
local governmental organiza-
tions as well as other histori-
cal societies and museums

from all around Connecticut in
an implementation grant ap-
plication to the National En-
dowment for the Humanities
to support a statewide array
of exhibits, publications, cur-
riculum development initia-
tives, public symposia, living
history events and book and
journal publications.

For its own exhibit to open
in June of 2011 the Madison
Historical Society has an inter-

CIVIL WAR SESQUICENTENNIAL

esting story to tell, full of con-
trasts: the town'’s earliest
abolitionist sympathizers ver-
sus its local wealth derived
from commercial enterprises
based in the South; and the
divided political sympathies
between some Union support-
ers and the opposing Copper-
heads who supported the
Union but were against going
to war.
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WINTER PROGRAMS

THIRD ANNUAL
FREDERICK LEE LECTURES

The third season of the
Frederick Lee Lectures offers
two superb and highly stimu-
lating programs on subjects
related to Connecticut and
New England history.

January 17

Roots and Routes of Pequot
War, David Naumec and
Kevin McBride

The Pequot War of 1636-
1638 was one of the most
controversial and significant
events in Colonial and Native
American history. Lasting
more than two years, it con-
sisted of dozens of battles
through Rhode Island, Con-
necticut and Eastern New
York, and forever changed the

WELCOME
TO THE
SHELLEY
HOUSE

Over 200 visitors of all
ages came November 15th to
the ca. 1710 Shelley House
for hearth-cooked edibles and
a preview of the restoration
work by Gulick and Spradlin.

Pictured above are
cousins Charlotte Kelly (right)
and Frances McGivern (left).

political and social landscape
of southern New England.

Kevin McBride and David
Naumec, researchers from
the Mashantucket Pequot
Museum and Research Cen-
ter, will discuss the battles
and historical sites of the
Pequot War of 1636-1638
using an interactive format
that encourages participation,
ideas and, above all, ques-
tions.

March 21

John Brown: Fiery Persuader
or Modern Terrorist, Anne
Farrow

Following on the heels of
the 150th anniversary of the
attack on Harper’s Ferry, jour-
nalist and editor Anne Farrow,
co-author of Complicity: How

NEW BOARD
MEMBER

Lucinda Juliani is MHS’
newest board member and
the new chairperson of the
Education Committee. She is
currently studying for a de-
gree in Multicultural Studies
and plans to return to teach-
ing when it is completed.
Lucinda credits her mother,
Linda Juliani, known to MHS
members and visitors for her
interpreter’s role as Chloe
Bushnell, for passing along
her passion for history.

VOLUNTEERS
WANTED

Interested in archival
work? Available Mondays
from 1-4 pm? MHS has re-
cently launched an initiative
for scanning and cataloging
its collection of photographs
as well as conducting addi-
tional research if required. No
experience is necessary, just
an interest in local history.
For more info call MHS offices
at 203-245-4567.

(NN

The North Promoted, Pro-
longed, and Profited from
Slavery, examines the terrify-
ing passion and violence of
Connecticut-born abolitionist
John Brown—murderer? or
martyr?

All events begin at 4 pm at
Memorial Town Hall
Donation:

$7 Adults; $2 Students

Co-sponsored with the Madison
Department of Beach and

Recreation

SPECIAL
THANKS

Throughout the year the
following have generously sup-
ported MHS with grants, gifts

or services:

The Erwin C. Bauer Charitable
Trust Fund

The Garden Club of Madison
Peter Gulick

Joel Helander

The Herzog Family Fund

John and Diana Herzog
Michael Johnson

Liberty Cedar

Pam Meier

Charles Shelley

The Wall Street Gallery
William Plunkett & Associates

Madison Historical Society
2009 Board of Directors

PRESIDENT
Lynn Friedman
VICE PRESIDENT
Paulette C. Kaufmann
TREASURER
Susani Amuan
RECORDING SECRETARY
Connie Piccione

DIRECTORS
Kimberly Agresta
Diane Allen
Don Allen
Doe Boyle
Peter W. Clement
Sue Frankenbach
Pamela D. Gallagher
Robert M. Green
Shirley F. Green
Lucinda Juliani
Frederick P. Murphy
Mary Rourke
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THE MOSES BLATCHLEY TAVERN SIGN

Mounted on a wall in the Connecticut Historical Soci-
ety auditorium in Hartford is a tavern sign which once
hung in front of a house in Madison from 1788 to 1802.
The sign proudly announces, “M. Blatchley Entertain-
ment.” This charming, beautifully rendered piece of early
American folk art is all that remains of a tavern that was
once owned and operated by Moses Blatchley and his
sister, Eunice, for fourteen years in the small coastal vil-
lage known as East Guilford.

Moses Blatchley was not a typical tavern owner; he
never married and spent much of his later life living alone.
Traditionally, taverns were owned by a married couple or a
family with daughters. The operation of a tavern needed a
woman’s hand to deal with the cooking, cleaning and
laundry. Most likely, during the years that Moses owned
the tavern, he had the assistance of his youngest unmar-
ried sister, Eunice. Tavern keeping was an acceptable
occupation for a woman, especially if she had a knack for
preparing a tasty meal.

Moses and Eunice were the only unmarried children
of Moses Sr. and Huldah Munger Blatchley. When Moses
purchased the house in 1785 that would become the
home of the tavern, Moses was thirty-nine and Eunice was
twenty-eight. Their father, Moses Sr., had recently married
his third wife so perhaps Moses and his sister decided it
was time to leave the family homestead and set out on
their own.

Some fortuitous changes had come to Madison in
recent years and the Blatchley siblings no doubt took ad-
vantage of each opportunity. A couple of decades earlier,
in 1768, a road (Scotland Avenue) had been laid out to
connect North Madison and Killingworth to the landing
(East Wharf) which had been established just a few years
earlier. By 1785, the property on the north side of the Bos-
ton Post Road between Wall Street and Lovers Lane be-
came available for development. In that same year, the
United States Congress granted mail service by stage
coach along the post roads. So instead of a lone rider de-
livering mail along the various routes between Boston and
New York, the mail coaches now carried passengers who
needed comfortable places to dine and rest on the jour-
ney.

On December 31, 1785, Moses Blatchley purchased
the property on the northeast corner of the Boston Post
Road and Scotland Avenue (where the Hammonasset Ser-
vice Station now stands.) On the same day, his brother,
Aaron Blatchley purchased the property across the road
on the northwest corner and built a house for his family,
which still stands. This strategic location would have been
convenient for travelers on the Boston Post Road as well
as for people taking goods from North Madison and Kil-
lingworth down to the landing at East Wharf.

All towns in Connecticut during that period were re-
quired to have a place for travelers to eat and spend the
night. But, not just anyone could operate a tavern in early
Connecticut. Taverns were licensed by the state and li-
censes were only granted to those with a high standing in
the community; often men who held a public office in the
town or who had served in the Revolutionary War. Al-
though Moses Blatchley filled neither of these require-
ments, he must have been a known as a stalwart citizen
for we know from existing Connecticut records beginning
in 1792, that he was granted a tavern license on an an-
nual basis until 1802.

With a license came numerous laws which governed
taverns. One law required tavern owners to have a
“suitable Signe set up in the view of all Passengers for the
direction of Strangers where to go.” An early version of his
sign, which came to light as the top layer of paint on the
sign wore away, bears Blatchley’s name and the date
1788. Since the building was purchased in 1785, it is
possible that Moses and Eunice operated the business for
the local crowd a few years before the sign for “strangers”
was erected.

In 1788, Blatchley chose a nautical theme to adver-
tise his tavern. On one side of the sign is the depiction of
a fully-rigged sailing ship with the wording, “The Charming
PatroNes” (see an artist’s drawing on a Mylar overlay



Historical Happenings / History Pages

Winter 2009-10

which recreates an un-exposed un-
der-painting, pictured on the right).
On the reverse (not shown) of the
1788 sign is a sailor leaning on an
anchor with the words, “Hope on the
Anchor.” Possibly this earlier image
was meant to entice farmers, travel-
ing south down Scotland road to the
landing with their wagon loads of
goods and produce, as well as to lure
itinerant ship builders and sailors to
come up from the wharf. In 1794,
Blatchley commissioned a new sign
to be painted over the old board, this
time using a popular patriotic theme.
On one side, is an allegorical image
of a woman holding a lowered set of
scales in her right hand and sagely
pointing up to the words “The Scales
of Justice” with her left hand (shown
uncleaned on page 1 and, to the
right, its more vibrant image after
cleaning). The reverse of the sign
features an American flag and the
words, “The Cantine.”

At first, the tavern clientele probably included a large
crowd who came for drinks or meals on days when a ship
was loading at East Wharf. Later itinerant ship builders
would probably have also slept and drank at the tavern
when their specialty craft was needed at the ship yard.
The earlier nautical version of Blatchley’s tavern sign cer-
tainly supports the idea of this sort of clientele.

After 1790, when road travel in America became
more common, the Blatchleys could expect more over-
night stage customers in addition to individual travelers
who followed the Lower Post Road from Boston to New
York (approximately the path of Route 1). Perhaps the
1794 version of the sign which featured Liberty and the
United States flag, reflected a national pride shared by
travelers who passed through Connecticut on the Lower
Post Road.

Guests at small town taverns expected local fare;
whatever was in season and being eaten by the family
that day. Eunice Blatchley was only eight when her mother
died so she probably learned to cook at the side of her
father’s second wife, Ruth Squires Murray, a neighboring
widow with three children. When Ruth died, nineteen-year-
old Eunice, as the only unmarried daughter in the family,
would have stepped in as cook for the few remaining
Blatchley men in the family.

Eunice was unmarried when the Blatchley Tavern
began serving the public, but within two years, at the age
of thirty-three, she married Hiel Willard, a man ten years
her junior. Hiel most likely helped out with either the tav-
ern business or was engaged in agricultural endeavors
with his brother-in-law, Moses. Eunice and Hiel quickly
produced a healthy brood of children, which must have
made work in the tavern difficult for Eunice. Perhaps the

(¥
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additional help needed for the tavern
came from nearby women in the
community.

Moses Blatchley did not renew
his tavern license in 1803. Perhaps
he feared that Eunice was too ill to
continue the cooking and laundering.
She died on March 19, 1803, when
she was forty-six years old leaving
behind six children under the age of
thirteen. In the years after the tavern
closed, Moses devoted more time to
farming and fishing for a living. Al-
though he lived alone, he kept
Eunice’s sons close and took them
into his business, leaving all of his
real-estate and his business to his
nephews.

— Lynn Friedman

The Moses Blatchley tavern sign is part of
the collection of Morgan B. Brainard,
which was donated to the Connecticut
Historical Society in 1958. The collection
includes fifty-eight tavern and trade signs and is supplemented
by the Society’s own collection making it the largest assemblage
of such signs in the nation. In 2000, the collection was on dis-
play in an exhibit entitled, “Lions & Eagles & Bulls: Early Ameri-
can Tavern and Inn Signs.” An exhibit catalog with the same
title, published by the Connecticut Historical Society, is an excel-
lent source for learning more about Connecticut Taverns and
signs.

Photograph Credits: The Connecticut Historical Society,
Hartford, CT, Gift of Mrs. Morgan B. Brainard.

Primary Sources:

Guilford, CT Land Records. Guilford, CT Town Clerk’s Office
Madison, CT Land Records. Madison, CT Town Clerk’s Office
Guilford, CT Probate Records. Guilford, CT Probate Office
Madison, CT Probate Records. Madison, CT Probate Office
Guilford Town Proceedings. Guilford, CT Town Clerk’s Office
New Haven County Court Records. CT State Library, Hartford, CT
Early Guilford Tax Records. Microfiche at Guilford Public Library

Websites:

United States Federal Census Records at www.ancestry.com

Colonial Records of CT at www.colonialct.uconn.edu, University of Con-
necticut, 2000-2001

My Brother Sam is Dead: A Readers Guide to the Novel at Mybrother-
samisdead.historyofredding.com/my-brother-sam-is-dead_taverns.htm
History of Early American Taverns at
www.2020site.org/americantavern/index.html

Books:

Lions and Eagles and Bulls: Early American Tavern and Inn Signs from
The Connecticut Historical Society. Edited by Susan P. Schoelwer. The
Connecticut Historical Society in association with Princeton University
Press, 2000

Families of Early Guilford, Connecticut. Compiled by Alvan Talcott, Ed-
ited and Prepared for Publication by Jacquelyn L. Ricker. Genealogical
Publishing Co., Inc., 1984

The New England Country Tavern. Jack Larkin. Old Sturbridge Village,
Inc. 2000

The Turnpikes of New England. Frederic J. Wood. Marshall Jones Co.
Boston. 1919
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